
Some Common Tricks to Take YOUR Money 

There are so many ways thieves, scammers, and con artists try to take your money it is 

impossible to list them all.  However, here are a few of the most common scams which 

might impact you. 

Avoid Fines and Jail for Overdue Taxes – Nobody likes to pay taxes and we all do what 

we can to reduce what we pay.  We also know the IRS is powerful.  So, when the IRS 

calls and says you owe $3,000 and if you do not pay immediately the police will arrest 

you, it is scary.  This is a scam.  Scammers can change the caller ID information to 

make it look like they really are the IRS (this is called “spoofing”).  The IRS has issued a 

Consumer Alert saying:   

The IRS doesn't initiate contact with taxpayers by email, text messages or social 

media channels to request personal or financial information.  In addition, IRS 

does not threaten taxpayers with lawsuits, imprisonment or other enforcement 

action. (https://www.irs.gov/uac/tax-scams-consumer-alerts) 

If you get an unexpected call claiming to be from the IRS, just hang-up.  

Avoid Jail Time for Missing Jury Duty – Scammers have been known to telephone a 

person saying that person owes a fine for missing jury duty.  They say if the fine is not 

paid immediately, the police or a “courthouse warrant squad,” will be sent out to arrest 

that person.  This is a scam.  A court will not fine you for not serving on a jury unless 

you have appeared in court as a defendant and been found guilty of contempt of court.   

If you get an unexpected call claiming to be from a jury commissioner or some other 

similar agency, just hang-up. 

You’ve Just Won a Sweepstakes! – Everyone loves the idea of receiving money without 

working for it.  So, it is exciting to get a phone call saying you have won a lottery or 

sweepstakes, or a car, or a trip.  The scammer may use the name of a well-known 

company to get your trust.  Then, they will ask you to send a “processing fee,” or some 

other money.  No legitimate sweepstakes will ask you to send them money. 

If you get a call claiming you just won money, a car, or something else, and asking you 

to send them money, just hang-up. 

 


