
Lottery Scam Foiled 

How exciting it would be to get a letter saying you have won more than $300,000.00!  With that 

letter is a check for more than $6,700.00 which you can deposit right away.  You finally hit it 

rich, right?   

Wrong.  

A Greater Cincinnati Credit Union member recently brought us such a check and letter.  She 

smartly questioned whether they were real.  The letter has a lot of information which can be 

confusing.  But if you read it carefully, it just doesn’t make much sense.   

 

 The month “MAY” is completely capitalized, 

rather than just the first letter. 

 The second sentence is an incomplete 

sentence. 

 Words, such as CONGRATULATION, should 

end in the letter “S” but do not, indicating the 

writer is not familiar with English. 

 References to the amount of money are often 

preceded by the letters “US” to indicate the 

letter means American money.  This tells you 

the letter was written by someone from 

outside the USA. 

 One sentence says, “Your cooperation is 

mandatory.”  That’s a huge red flag.  How 

can the business force you to do anything? 

 

 

 

No legitimate business would send out such a poorly written letter.  It is clear this letter was 

written by someone from outside the USA with the intention of persuading the reader to believe 

he has won lots of money.  It’s a scam. 

This letter does not ask the “winner” to send any money.  If the reader called the phone 

number and gave the PIN, the person on the other end of the phone would give her instructions 

to deposit the check, keep $5,500.00 and return the $1,200.00 remaining.   

 

Our member was smart.  She realized this was a scam.  If you get such a letter and a check, it 

is a scam.  Read it.  Laugh at it.  Then tear up the check and letter and put them in the trash 

where they belong. 


